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	HERE WE ONLY REFER TO STATE PENSIONS
	

	· “P&R” are the initials of “Pensioners and Retired people”, meaning both those who started receiving a  state pension after retiring from work at a certain legal age, and those who receive any other state pension for any other legal reason: ex. widows, handicapped people, etc..

	

	· The requested information refers to the year 2012, unless otherwise stated.
	

	· In those questions which have an * at the end, a possible answer is N/A –not available, not applicable, or N/E non-existent.
	

	· In case of any doubts when interpreting a certain question, please, before answering it, consult the authors of the survey, so that the answer can be correct.
	

	
	
	

	QUESTIONS:
	
	

	
	
	

	1.-  Name of continent
	 North America
	

	2.-  Name of country
	USA
	

	3.-  The country’s inhabitants (figure)
	 313,914,040
	

	4.-  Total number of P&R pensioners in the country
	57,978,610
	

	5.-  Percentage of total voters in the country which is made up by P&R pensioners
	 NA
	

	6.- The country’s life expectancy
	White men76.1 white women 80.9, Black men 70.6, Black women 77.2
For those born in 2013.  
	

	7.- Current legal retirement age in order to be able to receive the maximum state pension *
	66 increasing to 67 for those born after 1959.
	

	8.-  Minimum retirement age in order to be able to receive a pension (even if it is a reduced one) *
	 62
	

	9.- Lower age of legal retirement that has existed in the country (indicate age and year) *
	Disability pension 
	

	10.- Minimum number of years of work and pension contributions needed to be able to receive a pension *
	 10 years,7.65% of salary matched by employer
	

	11.- Minimum number of years of work and pension contributions needed to receive the maximum pension *
	 NA
	

	12.- Number of years of work and pension contributions currently needed to calculate a pension, based on the official, declared salary *
	 NA
	

	13.- Number of years of work and pension contributions needed to calculate a pension, based on the official, declared salary, when that number of years was the lowest *
	 NA
	

	14.- Number of years of work and pension contributions needed to calculate a pension, based on the official, declared salary, when that number of years was the highest *
	 NA
	

	15.- Lowest legal retirement age that has existed in the country’s history (indicate the age and the year) *
	 65 beginning in 1940
	

	16.- Highest legal retirement age that has existed in the country’s history (indicate the age and the year) *
	 1983 legislation gradually increased the age beginning in 2000,  for those born in 1938 or later, from 65 up to 67 for those born after 1959.
	

	17.- Are there different retirement ages for women and men, and/or for difficult or distressful jobs? (Please, explain) *
	 No
	

	18.- Are there different types of pension contribution systems (ex. farming, mining, public service, military, etc.), or do all workers contribute to the same pension plan? (Please, explain) *
	When Social Security began in 1937 federal government workers were excluded. Since 1984 they have been covered. State governments can choose whether to have public workers in Social Security system or the federal or state/city pension plans. The  public workers of 15 states are not covered by Social security, they have separate pension systems. 
	

	19.- Monthly amount of the lowest possible pension *
	  $804 for full retirement age. There is no minimum for early retirement.
	

	20.- Percentage of all pensioners that receive that monthly lowest pension *
	 NA
	

	21.- Monthly amount of the highest possible pension *
	In 2014: $2642 at full retirement age.
	

	22.- Percentage of all pensioners that receive that monthly highest pension * 
	 NA 
	

	23.- Monthly amount of the average pension *
	 $1269
	

	24.- Number of times a year that that pension is received *
	 12
	

	25.- The amount of the pension, is it increased, indexed or updated annually? * 
	There is supposed  to be a Cost of Living Adjustment given every year, but it was withheld in 2010 & 2011
	

	26.- If so, with what criteria? *
	 Based on the Consumer Price Index
	

	27.- Monthly income figure below which the country’s official poverty level is established
	 $957.50
	

	28.- Monthly income figure considered (by unions) necessary for decent living
	 The AFL-CIO has called for $25,000 per year as a "living wage". For a family of four this is just slightly above the national poverty level. 
	

	
	
	

	Additional official benefits for P&R -please provide details:
	
	

	
	
	

	29.- Transportation *
	Varies by city or state.
	

	30.- Health and medical care *
	 Medicare, but pays up to 60% of costs. 
	

	31.- Medicines *
	 Medicare if retiree pays monthly insurance, but there still can be large "out of pocket" costs.  Medicaid for poverty level, very low ceiling.
	

	32.- Various other aids (food, house cleaning, personal care, etc.) *
	Federal Food stamp program administered through states, which has been greatly reduced.  
	

	33.- Entertainment and leisure time activities and venues *
	NA
	

	34.- Legal aid and support *
	Federal legal aid administered through states, which have seen big cutbacks. 
	

	35.- Senior citizens’ field trips and vacations *
	 Some municipalities have senior centers with some level of subsidies.but there have been many cuts. 
	

	36.- Subsidies or total coverage for old folks’ residences *
	Federal Medicaid if poverty level and in need of total Nursing care.
	

	37.- Home caregivers’ subsidies or total coverage *
	Federal Medicaid if poverty level and in need of total Nursing care.
	

	38.- Remote monitoring services (by phone, etc.) *
	 NA
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	FINAL OBSERVATION:
	
	

	
	
	

	Please add any other consideration which may be relevant but missing in this survey.

	 Only Federal Social Security is discussed, this doesn't include negotiated or privately purchased pension plans.  While the official rate of poverty for those over 65 is 10%, it's really much higher because of the high cost of healthcare and living. Increasingly the  elderly are forced to work to supplement their pensions. The Federal Supplemental Security Income (SSI) also may provide some additional income, but it is limited. The federal programs for housing, food and other services have been drastically cut and are under attack  impoverishing more and more.

In addition, millions of Immigrant/Migrant workers are working in the USA.  This as a result of trade agreements that

impoverish workers.  In many cases, the exact figures are not available, these workers have social security &

Medicare taxes removed from their checks with social security ID's that may not be legal.   Where these workers gain "legal" status they can access these programs that's the rare case.  Too many of these workers are still not legal and they either:    stay on in the USA and never access these federal programs or leave the US voluntarily and return to their homelands; or they are deported [Under the current Administration the highest numbers have been have deported ... 

In all cases, taxes are simply put into the general fund.

	 Contributions remain in the general fund which they never access.

 



